RIVER   SCENE   SUCH   AS   FLEMISH   MASTERS   LOVED

PAINT

Along its placid course to the Schelde the Lys provides many a charming scene of industry
wedded to calm and settled beauty.   This photograph was taken on the outskirts of Courtrai
and shows on the right one of the poplar-fringed towing paths so characteristic of the Belgian^
countryside, while on the left may be had a glimpse of flax ready for "retting" or rotting? "",

SOAKING   FLAX  IN  THE  WATERS   OF   THE   "GOLDEN   RIVER"

The wealth of Courtrai and the surrounding district depends on linen in all stages of manu-
facture from flax to lace; and the reason for this pre-eminence rests with the river Lys.
Owing to some quality of its^water it is excellent above other rivers for rotting the Sax, so
much so that Irish flax is sent all the way there arid back for this purpose alone,
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